Tuvans Planted, Americans Watered,
God Made it Grow
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our new church?” quickly God would
make a dream come
When InterAct missionary Jim Capaldo true.

asked that question of his Tuvan team mates,
Capaldos, along with




two Tuvan couples, Omak and Shangnei and
Eress and Chodura, are starting a new
church in Sook Pak, a bedroom community
near the capital city of Kyzyl. In one of their
team planning sessions last August, Jim
asked the question.

Jim (right) confers with the local workers.

Many churches in the Russian Federation
are meeting in homes or rented buildings,
and something like that was probably the
most likely alternative for Sook Pak. But it
certainly wasn't the first choice.

So what would be the ultimate? The Tuvan
believers quickly agreed: A church structure
that was built to look like a yurt

Round and portable, the yurt is the national
dwelling of the semi-nomadic Tuvan
shepherds. Tourists can step inside a model
yurt at a Kyzyl museum. Yurts have even
been exported as a recreational structure to
American campgrounds.

Nobody on the team was aware of any
example of a local church meeting in a yurt,
but it seemed like a great idea.

“If we ever have the money, that would be
the best option,” Kari Capaldo agreed.

That was Sunday.

They couldn’t have known it, but the money
was already on the way. In fact, on Tuesday,
something utterly unforeseeable happened to
launch the dream, something that had started
a year earlier 6,500 miles away in Buford,
Georgia.

Unknown to the Sook Pak team, New
Bethany Baptist Church of Buford had been
planning a trip to Tuva to explore the needs
and opportunities for ministry in this remote
Russian republic. They were scheduled to
arrive that very week and had reached
Novosibirsk, a Siberian city 900 miles away,
only to find out that their Kyzyl hotel
reservations had been cancelled.
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the amazing storyJim and Kari helped the
Georgia team find lodging, even though they
had never met them.

Kari (2™ from left) anticipates the opening of
the Family Christian Center.

The church team landed in Kyzyl on
Tuesday, and Jim found himself hosting
them, showing them the local ministry
context. By Wednesday, they were sitting in
Capaldo’s living room, hearing about the
ministry in Sook Pak.



The New Bethany team had spent months in
research, prayer and planning to extend the
blessings of Jesus Christ to the people of
Tuva. So when they heard the dream of a
yurt church building (phase 1) and an
adjoining Tuvan Leadership Training

Facility (phase 2), they were ready to
respond.

“We want to partner in reaching the
Tuvans,” they said, and over the next seven
weeks they gave $37,000 for exactly that.

A local crew went to work, using local
materials ...and local ingenuity. No
construction plans were available; the team
literally made it up as they went along.

As a result, this town of 5,000 people now
has a very visible ... and very indigenous ...
Christian center where families can gather,
community activities can take place, and the
Word of Christ can be made known in an
understandable way.



